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On short video usage behavior of rural left-behind women from the perspective of media dependence:
a case study of X Village in Eastern Jiangsu Province
HE Qiuhong, ZHU Yuting
(School of Public Administration, Hohai University, Nanjing 211100, China)

Abstract: The rapid development of internet and short videos in rural areas has provided information access and social interaction
for rural left-behind women. From the perspective of media dependence theory, this study explores rural left-behind women’s be-
havioral representations and psychological demands in the process of using short video in X Village in eastern Jiangsu Province. It
found that the left-behind women’ s prolonged "leisure" status, the increased labor pressure and changed cultural activities in
changing social environments have a certain impact on their short video usage behavior. To meet the goals and needs of informa-
tion, psychology, and entertainment, rural left-behind women use short videos to enhance their self-awareness, adjust their per-
sonal emotions, and improve their daily life, forming characteristics of information understanding, psychological orientation, and
individual entertainment. Rural left-behind women with new characteristics and problems learn about themselves and society , alle-
viate psychological pressure through "brushing" short videos and enrich rural cultural life through interactive short videos.

Keywords: Rural left-behind women; Media dependence theory; Short video usage
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